
Modifications to the breast cancer surveillance recommendations formulated in 2013 versus 
2020 

 
2013 2020 
Who needs breast cancer surveillance? 
Strong recommendation to perform breast 
cancer surveillance  for survivors treated 
with ≥20 Gy chest radiation Strong recommendation to perform breast 

cancer surveillance  for survivors treated 
with ≥10 Gy chest radiation Moderate recommendation to perform 

breast cancer surveillance  for survivors 
treated with 10-19 Gy chest radiation 
Weak recommendation to perform breast 
cancer surveillance  for survivors treated 
with 1-9 Gy chest radiation 

No recommendation included for routine 
breast cancer surveillance for survivors 
treated with 1-9 Gy chest radiation 

No recommendation included for upper 
abdominal radiation exposing breast tissue 

Moderate recommendation to perform 
breast cancer surveillance  for survivors 
treated with upper abdominal radiation 
exposing breast tissue at a young age 

No recommendation included for 
anthracyclines 

No recommendation can be formulated for 
routine breast cancer surveillance for 
survivors treated with all types of 
anthracyclines in the absence of chest 
radiation 

At what frequency should breast cancer surveillance be performed? 
Strong recommendation to perform annual 
breast cancer surveillance for at least up to 
50 years of age 

Strong recommendation to perform annual 
breast cancer surveillance for at least up to 
60 years of age  

At what age should continuation of intensive breast cancer surveillance be stopped? 
Moderate recommendation to continuation 
of breast cancer for survivors who are older 
than age 50 years  

Moderate recommendations to continuation 
of breast cancer for survivors who are older 
than age 60 years 

What surveillance modality should be used? 
Strong recommendation to perform 
mammography or breast MRI or a 
combination 

Strong recommendation to perform 
mammography and breast MRI 

 


